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Column: ‘Times’ article appears to blame victims for
professor’s suicide

Hanover

The Dartmouth College community has been shocked and devastated by the suicide
of professor David Bucci, which was described in a Jan. 4 New York Times article by
national correspondent Anemona Hartocollis.

Bucci was chair of Dartmouth’s Psychological and Brain Sciences Department when
nine courageous women, mostly graduate students, broke the silence about the
regime of sexual harassment that had persisted in the department for many years and
was allowed to go unchecked. They filed a Title IX complaint and then a lawsuit
against three professors in the department, alleging sexual misconduct, including
sexual harassment and rape.

A!er Dartmouth investigated, one of the professors retired, two resigned. The lawsuit,
too, was finally settled, but many questions and much grief remain.

Missing "om the Times article was any discussion of the ongoing pain of the young
women who were targeted by the predatory behavior of their male professors, as the
lawsuit alleged, or of the misogynist culture in the Psychological and Brain Sciences
Department and across the college that sparked the suit.

The Times article cites "iends and family members who see Bucci as “a casualty of a
scorched-earth legal strategy to pin blame on the Ivy League college.” But sadly, his
heartbreaking death is not the only tragedy that followed in the wake of these events.
Several of the plaintiffs became suicidal. Their careers were thrown off track. They
were disparaged, threatened and discouraged "om speaking out. They were “slut-
shamed” by Dartmouth College’s response to the lawsuit, which can be seen as a
scorched-earth legal strategy to pin the blame on 17- to 23-year-old female students
groomed for abuse by professors who were supposed to mentor them.

Hartocollis’ article, however faintly, leaves the impression that the plaintiffs were
#MeToo radicals gone too far. Since the publication of this piece, people have been
sending the plaintiffs hate mail, blaming them for Bucci’s death.

While any suicide is a terrible loss, it is dangerous to suggest that David Bucci’s death
was a result of the lawsuit against Dartmouth.

We do not know why he chose to take his life. This is a complicated situation with
many questions still unanswered. We remain unsatisfied with how the college
handled these complaints, which forced the victims to sue and deprived Bucci of a
chance to clear his name.

Blame and cruelty are not a just response.

We must support professor Bucci’s family and also the young women whose lives
were so cruelly transformed — not only by the predatory behavior of older men, as
alleged in the suit, but also by the culture of impunity in which they operated.
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Annelise Orleck is a professor of history and Ivy Schweitzer is a professor of English at Dartmouth
College. This column was signed by 30 other Dartmouth faculty members, including: Randall
Balmer, Ann Bumpus, Alexander Chee, Mary Coffey, Charles Cole, Laura Edmondson, Ann Barry
Flood, Nancy Fraser, Matthew Garcia, Louise Hamlin, Douglas Haynes, Susannah Heschel,
Alexis Jetter, Nelson Kasfir, John Kulvicki, Eng Beng Lim, Christopher MacEvitt, Bethany Moreton,
Giavanna Munafo, Abby Neely, Graziella Parati, Colleen Randall, Nicholas Reo, Adina Roskies,
Walter Simons, Silvia Spitta, Roberta Stewart, Pamela Voekel, Lee Witters and Melissa Zeiger.
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Teen driver hits woman in wheelchair
in Claremont parking lot (/Pedestrian-
hit-in-Claremont-32159143)
Today

(/Pedestrian-
hit-in-
Claremont-
32159143)
CLAREMONT — A 91-year-old Ascutney woman
was seriously injured Monday a!er she was
struck by a car as she crossed the Rite Aid
parking lot in a...

Proposal pushes for drug imports
(/New-Hampshire-considers-
importing-Canadian-drugs-32160479)
By HOLLY RAMER - Today

(/New-
Hampshire-
considers-
importing-
Canadian-
drugs-
32160479)
CONCORD — A proposal to import prescription
drugs "om Canada to New Hampshire attracted
bipartisan support at the Statehouse on Tuesday,

How To Easily
Clean Earwax

Earwax can cause
hearing loss and memory
loss. Try this simple =x to

remove earwax.

How To Easily Clean Earwax
New study reveals earwax can
cause hearing loss and memory
loss (Do this to clean earwax)
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Scott lays out $6.3 billion spending plan
(/Vermont-GOP-Gov-Scott-lays-out-$6-
3B-spending-plan-32162817)
By WILSON RING - Today

(/Vermont-
GOP-Gov-
Scott-lays-
out-$6-3B-
spending-
plan-
32162817)
MONTPELIER — Vermont Republican Gov. Phil
Scott presented the Democratic-controlled
Legislature on Tuesday a $6.3 billion spending
plan for the...

Springfield Hospital board members
deny lawsuit claims by former CEO
(/Springfield-Medical-Care-Systems-
seeks-dismissal-of-suit-by-former-CEO-
31949906)
By NORA DOYLE-BURR - Today

(/Springfield-
Medical-
Care-
Systems-
seeks-
dismissal-of-
suit-by-
former-CEO-
31949906)
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. — A Tennessee-based
consulting firm and members of the board of
Springfield Medical Care Systems and
Springfield Hospital are...

(https://www.vnews.com)

Valley News
24 Interchange Drive
West Lebanon, NH 03784
603-298-8711
 

© 2019 Valley News
Terms & Conditions (/Reader-Services/Terms-of-Use) - Privacy Policy
(/Reader-Services/Privacy-Policy)

Customer Service
603-298-8711 (tel:603-298-8711 )
circulation@vnews.com
(mailto:circulation@vnews.com)

Social Media
Facebook
(http://www.facebook.com/pages/Valley-
News/246562960523)
Twitter (https://twitter.com/VNewsUV)
Youtube
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZiBiN7aGN71D33kT9jzCgQ)
Instagram
(https://www.instagram.com/vnewsuv/)

News

View All Sections

Part of the Newspapers of New England
Family

Amherst Bulletin
(https://www.amherstbulletin.com)
Athol Daily News
(https://www.atholdailynews.com)
Concord Monitor
(https://www.concordmonitor.com)
Daily Hampshire Gazette
(https://www.gazettenet.com)
Greenfield Recorder (https://www.recorder.com)
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript
(https://www.ledgertranscript.com)
Valley Advocate
(https://www.valleyadvocate.com)
The Concord Insider
(https://www.theconcordinsider.com)
NNEdigital (https://www.nnedigital.com)

https://www.vnews.com/Vermont-GOP-Gov-Scott-lays-out-$6-3B-spending-plan-32162817
https://www.vnews.com/Vermont-GOP-Gov-Scott-lays-out-$6-3B-spending-plan-32162817
https://www.vnews.com/Springfield-Medical-Care-Systems-seeks-dismissal-of-suit-by-former-CEO-31949906
https://www.vnews.com/Springfield-Medical-Care-Systems-seeks-dismissal-of-suit-by-former-CEO-31949906
https://www.vnews.com/Reader-Services/Terms-of-Use
https://www.vnews.com/Reader-Services/Privacy-Policy
https://www.vnews.com/
tel:603-298-8711
mailto:circulation@vnews.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Valley-News/246562960523
https://twitter.com/VNewsUV
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZiBiN7aGN71D33kT9jzCgQ
https://www.instagram.com/vnewsuv/
https://www.amherstbulletin.com/
https://www.atholdailynews.com/
https://www.concordmonitor.com/
https://www.gazettenet.com/
https://www.recorder.com/
https://www.ledgertranscript.com/
https://www.valleyadvocate.com/
https://www.theconcordinsider.com/
https://www.nnedigital.com/

